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Evaluative Adjectives And Conceptual Metaphors In
Music Reviews: A Corpus-Based Analysis Of
Pitchfork Reviews

This study investigates the use of evaluative adjectives and conceptual metaphors in Pitchfork album reviews
to reveal linguistic strategies in music journalism. A corpus of 100 reviews (50 high-rated and 50 low-rated), to-
taling over 110,000 words, was analyzed through both quantitative and qualitative methods. The quantitative
analysis shows that high-rated reviews rely on a limited set of recurring positive adjectives, while low-rated
reviews employ a more diverse and critical vocabulary. The qualitative analysis, drawing on Conceptual
Metaphor Theory, identifies recurrent metaphorical frameworks that map music onto domains of physical ex-
perience, spatial orientation, emotional states, artistic creation, and containment. These metaphorical patterns
enable critics to translate abstract auditory experiences into accessible descriptions. The findings highlight
how evaluative language not only conveys judgment but also constructs cultural value. Despite focusing
solely on adjectives and one publication, the study demonstrates the potential of corpus-based methods in
analyzing evaluative discourse.
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