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Artificial Intelligence in Medical Translation —Yes or
No?

This paper explores the evolving role of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in medical translation and interpreting, com-
bining a structured literature review with an original comparative study. It begins with a general overview
of the advantages and limitations of Al-driven translation technologies, highlighting issues such as speed,
scalability, and cost-effectiveness versus concerns around accuracy, context, and ethical implications. The
second section focuses on medical translation, where precision is critical, identifying scenarios where Al can
be beneficial and where human expertise remains indispensable. The paper also reviews the current position
of the National Accreditation Authority for Translators and Interpreters (NAATI) regarding Al tools, provid-
ing insight into the standards and ethical considerations guiding the profession in Australia.

Finally, the paper proposes optional strategies for integrating Al into interpreter training programs, aiming to
enhance trainee awareness and critical use of Al tools without compromising professional standards. By com-
bining theoretical and practical insights, the study contributes to the ongoing dialogue about the responsible
integration of Al in high-stakes language services.
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